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Balthus (Balthasar Klossowski de Rola) Biography 

 
 

Born in 1908 in Paris, France.  
Died in 2001 in Rossinière, Switzerland. 
 
 
Selected Solo Exhibitions: 
 
2019 Balthus. Museo Nacional Thyssen-Bornemisza, Madrid, Spain.  
2018 Balthus. Fondation Beyeler, Riehen/Basel, Switzerland.  
2017 Balthus. Gagosian, Geneva, Switzerland. 
2016 Balthus. Kunstforum, Vienna, Austria. 
2015 Balthus. Scuderie del Quirinale and Villa Medici, Rome, Italy. 
 Balthus. Gagosian Gallery, Hong Kong,  
 Balthus. Gagosian Gallery, Paris, France. 
2014 Balthus: A Retrospective. Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Art, Tokyo, Japan. 
2013 Balthus: The Last Studies. Gagosian Gallery (976 Madison Ave), New York, NY. 
 Balthus: Cats and Girls—Paintings and Provocations. The Metropolitan Museum of 

Art, New York, NY. 
2008 Balthus: 100th Anniversary. Fondation Pierre Gianadda, Martigny, Switzerland.  
2007 Balthus: Time Suspended. Paintings and Drawings 1932–1960. Museum Ludwig, 

Cologne, Germany.  
2002 Balthus: Piero della Francesca Alberto Giacometti. Musée Jenisch à Vevey, Vevey, 

Switzerland.  
2001 Balthus. Palazzo Grassi, Venice, Italy.  
 Balthus Remembered. The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY. 
1999 Balthus: Un Atelier Dans Le Morvan, 1953–1961. Musée des Beaux-Arts de Dijon, 

Dijon, France. 
1996 Omaggio a Balthus. Accademia Valentino, Rome, Italy. 
 Works on paper by Balthus. The Lefevre Gallery, London, England. 
 Balthus. Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid, Spain.  
1995 Balthus. Palace of Fine Arts, Beijing, China.  
 Balthus. Hong Kong Musuem of Art, Hong Kong, China. 
1994 Le Chat au Miroir III by Balthus. Lefevre Gallery, London, England.  
 Balthus: Zeichnungen. Kunstmuseum Bern, Bern Switzerland.  
1993 Balthus. Tokyo Station Gallery, Tokyo, Japan. 
 Balthus. Musée cantonal des Beaux-Arts, Lausanne, Switzerland.  
1992 Balthus dans la maison de Courbet. Musée Maison natale Gustave Courbet, Ornans, 

France.  
1990 Balthus à la Villa Médicis. Villa Medici, Rome, Italy. 
 Balthus, dessins, aquarelles, huiles (Balthus, drawings, watercolors, oils). Museum of 

Contemporary Art, Basil and Elise Goulandris Foundation, Andros, Greece. 
1989 Balthus. French Cultural Center in Rome. Rome, Italy. 
1984 Balthus. Municipal Museum of Art, Kyoto, Japan.  
 Balthus. The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, NY. 
1983 Balthus. Musée national d’art moderne, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, France. 
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1982 Balthus: Disegni e acquarelli. Festival of the Two Worlds, Palazzo Racani-Arroni, 
Spoleto, Italy.  

1980 Balthus in Chicago. The Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, Chicago, IL.  
1977 Balthus, Paintings and Drawings, 1934 to 1977. Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York, NY. 
1975 Balthus, peintures, aqaurelles, dessins. Gallerie Arts Ancinens, Bevaix, Switzerland.  
1973 Balthus. Musée Cantini, Marseilles, France. 
1971 Balthus: Dessins et aquarelles. Galerie Claude Bernard, Paris, France.  
1969 Balthus. Donald Morris Gallery, Detroit, MI. 
1968 Balthus: A Retospective Exhibition. Tate Gallery, London, England. 
1967 Balthus: “La Chambre turque,” “Les Trois Soeurs,” Drawings and Water Colors 1933–

1966. Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York, NY. 
1966 Balthus. The Museum of Modern Art, New York, NY. Traveled to: Akron Art Institute, 

Akron, OH; University of Minnesota Art Gallery, Minneapolis, MN; University 
of Iowa, Des Moines, IA; La Jolla Museum of Art, La Jolla, CA; Davidson Art 
Center, Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT;  University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg, Canada. 

 Balthus. Galerie Henriette Gomès, Paris, France. 
 Balthus. Musée des Arts Décoratifs. Paris, France. 
 An Exhibition of Balthus Drawings. B. C. Holland Gallery, Chicago, IL.  
1964 Balthus. The Arts Club of Chicago, Chicago, IL. 
 Balthus. The New Hayden Gallery, The Massachusettes Institue of Technology, 

Cambridge, MA. 
1963 Drawings by Balthus. E.V. Thaw & Co. New York, NY. 
1962 Balthus: Paintings 1929–1961. Pierre Matisse Gallery. New York, NY.  
1958 Balthus. Galleriea d’Arte Galatea. Turin, Italy. 
 Balthus. Obelisco Gallery. Rome, Italy. 
1957 Balthus. Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York, NY.  
1956 Balthus. The Musuem of Modern Art, New York, NY.  
 Balthus. Gazette des Beaux-Arts (Wildenstein). Paris, France. 
1949 Balthus. Pierre Matisse Gallery. New York, NY.  
1948 Balthus. Galerie Renou-Colle. Paris, France.  
1946 Balthus: Peintures de 1936 à 1946. Galerie Beaux-Arts (Wildenstein). Paris, France. 
1943  Exposition Balthus. Galerie Georges Moos, Geneva, Switzerland.  
1939 Balthus: Paintings and Drawings (Illustrations for “Wuthering Heights”). Pierre 

Matisse Gallery, New York, NY. 
1938 Balthus. Pierre Matisse Gallery, New York, NY. 
1934 Balthus. Galerie Pierre, Paris, France.  
 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions: 
 
2019 An Exhibition for Notre Dame. Gagosian, Paris, France. 
2018  
2017 Arcadia 世外桃源. Gagosian, Hong Kong. 
 Derain, Balthus, Giacometti: Une amitié artistique. Musée d’Art moderne de la Ville de 

Paris, Paris, France; traveled to Fundación MAPFRE, Madrid, Spain. 
2016 Desire (curated by Diana Widmaier-Picasso). Moore Building, Miami, FL.  
1998 Matisse and Balthus: Works on Paper. The Elkon Gallery, Inc.,  New York, NY. 
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1982 Paul Éluard et ses amis peintres, 1895–1952. Musée national d’art moderne, Centre 
Georges Pompidou, Paris, France. 

 Balthus — Twombly. Thomas Ammann Fine Art, Zurich, Switzerland. 
1981 A New Spirit in Painting. Royal Academy of Arts, London, England. 
 Paris-Paris: 1937–1957. Musée national d’art moderne, Centre Georges Pompidou, 

Paris, France.  
1980 Venice Biennale, Venice, Italy.  
 Les Réalismes. Musée national d’art moderne, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris, 

France.  
1979 L’Aventure de Pierre Loeb: La Galerie Pierre, Paris 1924–1964. Musée d’Art Moderne 

de la Ville de Paris, Paris, France.  
1975 Modern Masters: Manet to Matisse. The International Council of the Museum of 

Modern Art, New York, NY. 
1966 Alberto Giacometti and Balthus Drawings. Albert Loeb & Krugier Gallery, New York, 

NY.  
1961 7ième Biennal—Peintres d’aujord’hui: France-Italie. Galleria Civica d’Arte Moderna. 

Turin, Italy.  
1952 Balthus and a Selection of French Paintings. The Lefevre Gallery, London, England. 
1934 Exposition Minotaure. Palais des Beau Arts, Brussels, Belgium.  


