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Fingerprints
from nature

GIUSEPPE PENONE
carved a 10-foot trunk.

said in a recent interview.

fully clear what he means,
spect for — and self-identifi-
eation with — natural ma-
’60s.

recent, but many incorpo-

forms from decades past.

: Gagosian Gallery, 456 N.
! Camden Dr., Beverly Hills,
i (310) 271-9400, through Oct.
¢ 18. Closed Sunday and Mon-

“I don’t want to change :
the material; IT'want to follow :
: always figured centrally in
¢ his work, and the two tree-
i related pieces here coalesce
: his most tender and lyrical
: approaches to the subject
: and material.

day. www.gagosian.com

In “Albero Porta — Ce-

i dro/Door Tree — Cedar,” Pe-
: none carves a large rectan-
: gular opening in the 10-foot-
: high trunk, leaving within it
i aslender, sculpted spine, the
: tree’s own physical memory
+ ofits younger self.

For “Luce Zenitale/Ze-

i nithal Light,” he sheathed
i another tall trunk with dabs
: of clay, creating a shell,
: which he cast in bronze and
: lined inside with gold, visible
i through a dozen knothole
i apertures. The sculpture
: reads as sacred growth, an
| : earthly constellation, an or-
i ganicact of alchemy.

The Italian-born, Turin-

: and Paris-based Penone
: emerged in association with
. : Arte Povera, though his
JWPictures/Gagosian Gallery : choice of materialsisless or-
{ dinary than elemental. The
: performative aspect of his
_ : enterprise is hinted at in a
its lead,” Giuseppe Penone '

huge image of the lower half

i of his face, rendered in aca-
The workin his stirring show -
at Gagosian makes beauti- :

cia thorns affixed to canvas.
A few figurative sculp-

: tures in bronze are likewise
exemplifying the kind of re- :
i in marble are breathtaking
: In their evocation of micro
terials that has character- :
ized his work since the late :

mostly clever, but the works

and macro realities, the con-
tinuity between inner sub-

i stance and external surface.
The sculptures here are :

As with humans, Pe-

' : none’s work suggests, finger-
rate or revisit ideas and :

prints taken from the natu-

¢ ral world are traces of soul,
Trees, for instance, have :

not only skin.
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